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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT

It has been an exciting year at The Nehemiah Mission. Many
international newcomers have stayed with us as part of their
life journey. Numerous people have been served meals and
given clothing every Tuesday at Bread on Bridge. Different
groups meet in the building almost every day. It has been
great to see The Nehemiah Mission coming alive and being a
place of community in the neighborhood. The board has been
working diligently over the past months, developing a
strategic plan to sharpen our focus and help ensure the work
we do continues to drive the mission forward, serving our
community. The Mission could not have done anything,
though, without your continued financial and volunteer
support. We hope that by striving to serve as we do, you will
see reason to continue your support in the future.

- Craig Kotnik

WAYS TO HELP

Donate plant cages for our garden

FREE WINDOW SCREEN REPAIR!

Donate paint and paint supplies for the garden fence

Complete a project at the mission

Provide a meal for Bread on Bridge

DONATE
We need meals on the following dates: .
June 16, 23, 30 NEHEMIAH MISSION

OFCLEVELAND
July 7,14, 28 i
August 18, 25

September 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

Nehemiah Mission

Contact: robyndenehemiahmission.org



Stories Hidden in Our Front Yard

Have you ever wondered if there might be history hidden in our
front yard?

The American flagpole and evergreen tree on the lawn of
Nehemiah Mission are more than landmarks, they are reminders
of lives that have touched our community and continue to reflect
our values of courage, service, perseverance, and hope.

The flagpole was installed by former Executive Director Jim
Szakacs in memory of a young man who gave his life serving our
country in Iraq. His aunt, Karrie Meinecke, served as the Mission's
cook. Jim recalls finding Karrie in tears after she learned of her
nephew's death. Wanting to honor his sacrifice, Jim purchased
and installed the flagpole and it was dedicated during a
ceremony attended by Mission staff and family members.

The evergreen tree honors MJ, a young refugee from Liberia who
grew up within the Nehemiah Mission family. She came to the
United States with her mother, Oretha Boduo, who later became
the Mission's housekeeper. After Oretha passed away, MJ was
supported by Mission program coordinator Becky Trout, who
became her guardian. At age 18, MJ enlisted in the U.S. Army,
even before becoming a U.S. citizen. When she later received
her citizenship, Nehemiah Mission celebrated this milestone by
planting the evergreen tree that still stands in our front yard.

Every life makes a difference.
The flagpole and tree remind us that
Nehemiah Mission has always been about
more than a building, it's about people,
relationships, and the lasting impact
| we have on one another.
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